
Gift Aid it          If you wish to join the Gift Aid scheme or understand it better, please contact Julia Yardley, Parish Treasurer, tel: 01749 831435 
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8 December 2019, Second Sunday of Advent, Year A 
 

PLEASE PRAY for all whose anniversary occurs at this time including Carolyn Sealey, Bridget Broom, 
Anna Rossiter, Elizabeth Newman and Percival Cox.   May they rest in peace.  
 
 

CHRISTMAS SOCIAL REVIEW 
Big thanks to everyone who attended the social after Mass last Sunday.  It was a good occasion and 
everyone seemed to enjoy the food and drink – so much so we ran out!  Apologies to those who missed 
out.  Congratulations to Mila Godman who carried off the knitted Nativity Set, and well done to Ed and 
Frances Moreland for organising that lottery, raising £65.  Donations for food and wine raised  £23.70, 
the Bottle Raffle £43 and the Christmas stall £21, in all totalling £87.70.  Special thanks to those who 
helped in any way.  Well done!  
 

TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS -  an Advent Raffle with a difference 
The Twelve Days of Christmas pledges have now been filled and we have a fantastic selection of gifts – 
take a look at the list on the notice board in the porch. Tickets are on sale at £4 but this covers entry into 
all 12 draws (winning numbers will be removed so no-one wins twice!). 
The first 6 draws will take place on the 15th Dec and the remaining 6 the week after on the 22nd Dec. 
THE GIVING MACHINE – Click, Shop, Give for FREE 
What’s The Giving Machine?  It’s a new way to earn extra cash for a charity – in this case the parish of 
St Michael.  If you sometimes shop on line, you can join the growing community who give to good 
causes with no cost whatever to themselves.  Briefly, you register as a Giver at TheGivingMachine.co.uk 
and choose St Michael Shepton Mallet as your chosen charity (a quick way to find us is to type in 
266687).  Then each time you shop at one of over 2,000 top retailers on line (see the poster in the porch 
for just a few) you go via a link on The Giving Machine.  The sales commission generated is converted 
into a donation for the parish.   
YEAR OF COMMUNION 
The season of Advent is a very real time of waiting and hoping. It might not feel like this because we are 
so busy doing, rushing from one shop to another, busy in the kitchen, anxiously checking this and 
checking that, just to ensure that the one day that has become ‘Christmas’ is a real success. When we 
stop and ponder on the mystery that is unfolding before us we might find ourselves wondering about 
who is waiting and who is hoping, Is it us or is it the Lord? It is likely that in our hearts we do have a real 
sense of longing and of hoping for God and if this is the case how much more might God be longing for 
us? So many things can get in the way of us experiencing the intimacy of God who longs to console us, 
to wrap arms around us, to hold us. Advent is a good time to reflect on what might be getting in the way 
of us being intimate with God. What are the things that prevent us from feeling confident in the presence 
of God? Though it is important to prepare for Christmas on a practical level, we might want to guard 
against avoiding the need to prepare on a spiritual level, because the tinsel has become all important.  

 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK       8 - 15 December 2019 
Sun Second Sunday of Advent,  Year A   (Cymbeline Henry RIP) Mass at 9.00am 
Mon The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary No Service 
Tue Weekday of Advent  (Pro Populo) Mass at 9.30am 
Wed Weekday of Advent No Service 
Thur Weekday of Advent No Service 
Fri St Lucy            (Stephen O’Shea, Int) Mass at 9.30am 
Sat  St John of the Cross Polish Mass at 4pm 
Sun Third Sunday of Advent  (Gaudete )    (William Robinson RIP) Mass at 9.00am,  
 

 

FROM THE ROTAS 
TODAY 8 December 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion  Christine Davies, Denis Barnes, Francis Floyd 
Readers  Caroline Hutton, Andrew Barnes Coffee Tia Edwards 
THIS WEEK AND NEXT SUNDAY  9 - 15 December 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion  Clare and Craig Sharp, Mila Godman 
Readers  Edward Moreland, Francis Floyd Coffee  Danuta Szablewska 
Welcome  Jonathan Rendel Flowers  Advent, no flowers 
Cleaning  Teresa McAllister, Pam Payne  
 
 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION  last Sunday = £141.61 (incl. £24.00 Gift Aided).  
Offertory by Standing Order for October = £517.00.  Thank you. 
 

PARISH DIARY 
Wed 11 Dec 4-5.30pm Legion of Mary meeting in the parish room 
Wed 11 – Sat 14  Christmas Tree Festival at the Baptist Church 
Sun 15 Dec 10.00am  First ’12 Days of Christmas’  Draw in the parish room 
Sun 22 Dec 10.00am Second ’12 days of Christmas’ Draw in the parish room 
 

CHRISTMAS MASSES – Advance Notice 
At Shepton Mallet:  
24th:  6.00pm carols followed by First Mass of Christmas at 6.30pm 
25th:  9.00am Christmas Day Mass  
At Glastonbury and Wells 
24th:  11.30pm carols followed by Midnight Mass at 12.00 
25th: 11.00am Christmas Day Mass ,   12.30pm Mass in Latin 
At Cheddar 
25th: 9.00am Christmas Day Mass 
 

DAY FOR CATECHISTS 
David Wells, international speaker and author, will lead a day for catechists on 18thJanuary, 10am – 
3.30pm at St Brendan’s Sixth Form College, Bristol. Workshop options.  Take a packed lunch.  More 
information on the green poster in the porch. 
DIOCESAN DIRECTORIES 2020 
Available now,  price £5. 


